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COMMENTS MADE BY THE DELEGATION OF EL SALVADOR 
TO THE DRAFT RULES OF PROCEDURE OF THE 
INTER- AMERICAN COMMITEE ON TOURISM 
/
II. COMPOSITION AND FUNCTIONS

Article 2.  The Committee shall be composed of the relevant national authorities and technical officers accredited by each member state. 

Article 3.  The functions of the Committee are:
a) To propose and promote partnership cooperation policies in tourism-sector development, in accordance with the guidelines from the General Assembly, CIDI, Ministerial meeting of sustainable tourism development and the Summits of the Americas.
b) To support the preparation and follow-up of the Inter-American Congress of Ministers and High-level Authorities of Tourism specialized or sectoral meetings at the ministerial level or its equivalent in the tourism-area. 
c) To assist in the preparation of the inter-American program of cooperation in the tourism area;
d) To formulate guidelines for the preparation and presentation of partnership-for-development program, projects and activity proposals in accordance with the Strategic Plan, the Statutes of the Special Multilateral Fund of the Inter- American Council for Integral Development (FEMCIDI), the respective inter-American programs, and other pertinent instruments.
e) To propose strategies to attract and mobilize additional resources for financing partnership-for-development programs, projects, and activities in the tourism sector.
f) To carry out other functions consistent with its objectives, as well as those assigned by the General Assembly or CIDI or requested by the Permanent Executive Committee of CIDI (CEPCIDI).
III.  OFFICERS OF THE COMMITTEE

Chair and Vice Chairs

Article 4.  A Chair and two Vice-Chairs The Committee shall elect a Chair and two Vice Chairs in its be elected by each regular meetings of the Committee, they and shall hold office for two years, and in the case the Committee does not meeting within this period, until the next regular meeting. The election shall be by affirmative vote of a majority of the member states.

Powers of the Chair


Article 7.  During the meeting of the Committee, The Chair shall convene the plenary sessions; establish their order of business; open and adjourn the plenary sessions; direct the debate; grant the floor to the delegations in the order of their requests; put to a vote the points under discussion and announce the results; rule on points of order in compliance with Article 32; install the committees; present a report of the Committee activities during his or her term at the next regular meeting; perform any other tasks the Committee may assign him or her; and, in general, observe and enforce the provisions of these Rules of Procedure. 

When the Committee is not in session, the Chair and the rest of the Authorities of the Committee, and in coordination with the past two and the future Chair of the Inter-American Congress of Ministers and High-level Authorities of Tourism shall maintain continuous working relations with the General Secretariat of the Organization for the purposes of coordination and liaison, as well as for improved execution of the various tasks of the Committee. The Chair of the Committee shall forward copies of all official correspondence to the General Secretariat of the Organization.

(Additional Article)  Leadership of the Authorities

Article 8 
The Committee will operate under the leadership of a troika, integrated by the Chairs of the past , present and future of the Committee, with the purpose to guarantee, among other, the continuity and coherence of the Committee’s work. 

IV. MEETINGS

Regular and Special Meetings
Article 8.  The Committee shall hold an annual regular meeting every two years in any of the member states, subject to the provisions of Article 53 of these Rules of Procedure. To that end, the Chair of the Committee shall communicate to the Chair of CEPCIDI the agreed place and date for the meeting so that CEPCIDI may decide on its convocation. 

The Committee shall hold special meetings when so decided by the General Assembly or CIDI, or when the Committee itself so decides by the affirmative vote of two thirds of its members. In the latter case, the Committee shall contribute all of the resources needed for funding and shall inform CEPCIDI of its decision to hold a special meeting and of its agenda.  
Agenda
Article 9.  The Chair and the Vice Chairs of the Committee shall prepare the draft agenda for each regular meeting of the Committee and shall submit it, thru the CEPCIDI, to the other members of the Committee for consideration at least two months prior to the opening of the respective meeting. Simultaneously, the Secretariat shall send a copy of the preliminary draft agenda to the Permanent Missions to the Organization.  Member states shall have 30 calendar days to send their observations to the Chair of the Committee. On the basis of the observations received, the Chair and the Vice Chairs shall prepare the final draft agenda, which shall be submitted to CEPCIDI.

The agenda for each special meeting of the Committee shall be limited to the issue or issues for which the meeting was convened. The Chair of the Committee shall establish or could request CEPCIDI agree the procedures and deadlines for the preparation of agendas for special meetings.
Notice of convocation

Article 11. The General Secretariat shall send meeting convocation to the member states as soon as CEPCIDI decides to convene it as the country that offered to host the meeting confirms to the Secretariat the date, city, and specific location of the meeting, as well as its ability to provide and the necessary funds to hold it are available.  The country offering to host the meeting shall provide this information to the Secretariat no later than 90 days prior to the proposed meeting date. 
Permanent Observers

Article 17.  Permanent observers to the Organization may attend the meetings of the Committee and its subcommittees. They may also speak provided that the Chair of the meeting in question so decides.

Other Observers
Article 18. Observers to the Committee meetings may also be sent by:
1.
Governments of member states of the United Nations or its specialized agencies that have expressed an interest in attending, subject to prior authorization by the Chair of the Committee;

2. Inter-American governmental entities and agencies of a regional or subregional nature that are not included among the organs and agencies of the Organization, subject to prior authorization by the Chair of the Committee;

3. Specialized agencies related to the United Nations or other international organizations, when so provided in their current agreements with the pertinent organs of the Organization or, in the absence of such agreements, subject to prior authorization by the Chair of the Committee. (Note:  The Delegation of El Salvador considers it is convenient to include under this article the considerations on the participation of civil society in OAS meetings currently in effect by General Assembly resolutions )

The observers referred to in this article may speak at the meetings of the Committee or its subcommittees when invited by the respective Chair.

For the purposes of this article, the General Secretariat shall send out the appropriate Communications.

Special Guests

Article 19.  Subject to prior authorization by the Chair of the Committee, CEPCIDI, and with the consent of the government of the host country, national and international governmental organizations or entities, and persons of recognized standing in the matters to be considered may attend the meetings of the Committee as special guests, provided they express an interest in doing so. 
The special guests referred to in this article may speak in the meetings of the Committee when invited to do so by the respective Chair.
Requests to attend the Committee meetings as special guests shall be submitted to the Chair of the Committee directly or through the General Secretariat, at least 15 days prior to the start of the meeting.
For the purposes of this article, the General Secretariat shall transmit the corresponding invitations.

General Secretariat

Article 20. The Secretary General of the Organization and the Executive Secretary for Integral Development may participate with voice but without vote at the meetings of the Committee and its subsidiary bodies. 
VI. SESSIONS

Article 21. Each meeting of the Committee shall include an inaugural session, the number of plenary sessions required, and a closing session. In the case of a special meeting, the inaugural session may be omitted. 

Article 22. The first plenary session shall decide the following: 

1.
Election of the Chair and Vice Chairs; (Note:  It is considered appropriate to adapt this procedural step with the current practice in other Committees, in the sense that the Committee meetings start our the previously elected officials.  This facilitates the processes of prior coordination by the Secretariat) 
2.
Composition of the Style Subcommittee;

3.
Final agenda of the meeting; 

4.
Appointment of the subcommittees and working groups; 

5.
The deadline for the presentation of proposals; 

6.
Duration of the meeting; 


7.
Other matters. 

Article 23. The plenary sessions of the Committee and the sessions of its subcommittees shall be open, unless in session it is decided otherwise. 


The sessions of the working groups shall be closed, unless said groups decide otherwise. 
VII. SUBCOMMITTEES AND WORKING GROUPS

Style Subcommittee

Article 24. At each meeting, a Style Subcommittee made up of four delegations, each of which represents one of the four official languages of the Organization, shall be established, unless the member states decide to conduct the meeting in fewer languages.
Article 25. The Style Subcommittee shall receive the resolutions and declarations, approved by the Committee, correct any defects of form, and ensure equivalency among the texts in each of the languages used in the meeting. Should the subcommittee note any defects of form that cannot be corrected, it shall submit the matter to the Chair of the Committee for decision. (Note:  It is estimated that Articles 24 and 25 can be eliminated.  In practice in other sectoral areas, the Inter-American Committees do not Style Sub-Committee)
IX. VOTING

Right to Vote

Article 38.  Each member state has the right to one vote.

Majority Required

Article 39.  The decisions in the plenary sessions of the Committee and Subcommittees shall be adopted, having established the quorum called for in Article 29, by the affirmative vote of more than half of the Member States presents, unless specifically provided otherwise in this Regulation. 
The decisions of the Committee that have budgetary implications shall require the approval of two thirds of the Member States. (Including those related to Hemispheric Fund of Tourism, in accordance with the provisins of its Statute) – Review subject to developments with regard to the Fund
The working groups that work during the meetings of the Committee shall adopt recommendations, preferably, without recourse to a vote. If a vote is necessary, the recommendation shall be adopted by a simple majority vote of the members present. 
XII. FINANCIAL MATTERS

Article 52. Each member state shall cover the costs of the participation of its respective delegation in the meetings of any organ of the Committee.

Article 53.  The Organization shall make financial contributions toward the holding of the Committee meetings, in accordance with the resources allocated for that purpose in the Organization’s program-budget. The Committee’s activities not provided for in the Organization’s program-budget shall be funded by the Committee itself. 

Article 54.  Any resolution in which a meeting of the Committee is convened shall indicate the source of financing for the meeting 


Article 55.  The member states of the Committee may contribute in the sectoral account to FEMCIDI, and may submit proposals for partnership-for-development programs, projects, and activities within the framework of the Strategic Plan, to be financed with resources for that fund, preferably sectoral account for Sustainable Tourism Development   in compliance with the procedures provided for by the FEMCIDI Statutes.

Article 56.  The General Secretariat may establish specific funds,  in accordance with Article 68 of the General Standards to Govern the Operations of the General Secretariat and Article 24 of the Statutes of FEMCIDI comprising contributions made by the governments of the member states, the permanent observers to the Organization, and other member states of the United Nations, as well as national or international public and private entities and other donors, for the purpose of financing activities of the Committee. The interest accrued on the resources of these funds shall be considered income and will be credited to them.

The General Secretariat shall establish the “Sustainable Tourism Development” Specific Fund.  The Committee may finance activities with resources from that fund, except as otherwise provided. (Regarding this issue, it is important to have clear the relationships of the Fund established under the XIX ITC, the tourism sectoral accounts under FEMCIDI and the future capacity of the Committee to request the Secretariat to establish funds)
IX THE TECHNICAL ADVISORY GROUPS AND ASSOCIATE MEMBERS
/
(Regarding this item, it should be taken into account that organs like COSATE and CEATAL in the framework of the labor sector have their own rules, so it is desirable to have a technical opinion of the Secretariat on the subject)






� 	This document only includes the articles to which the Delegation of El Salvador made notes or modification proposals..


�.	This Chapter is adopted from the Rules of Procedure of the Inter-American Committee on Ports and aims to broaden private sector participation in the Committee’s ongoing activities and to mobilize resources for this sector. It is not necessary, however, if the countries do not want this type of mechanism for the tourism sector. We have therefore rendered it in italics.








